THE ASCENT : THE USE OP WORDS

have not originally had allied to their words clear-cut images
which have gradually dropped away, but have taken the
word too vaguely from current usage. There is a far greater
tendency for words to spread their meaning over too wide
a field than there is any tendency for them to be restricted
to particular instances. Words owe part of their usefulness
to the ease with which they become general counters : but
this tendency is so strong that a check is needed (and is
supplied by visual imagery) to prevent them becoming
merely debased coinage.
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